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ProcetM lings  of  the  Joint  Meeting 

THE  employment  of  «„  expert  to  cnn.luct  a 
thorough  inve>ti«atioii  into  the  cost  of  hand- 
ling secon(l-cln»8  matter  l.y  tli.  I'o.-t  Office 
Department  was  .lecided  ur.on  at  a  joint  meelinL'  of 
Canadian    I  rpss   .W-inti..n    and   Canadian     Press, 

Lr'ln  'imo    "ij'""""^";  <"'   We.lne.day,  Novem- 
t)er  ^U,  iJHi.      The  meeting  was  called  because  of 
authoritative  reports  fro.n  Ottawa  that  the  Post  Of- 
fice  Pepartment   has   in   eontcMnpliition   an    incro.^o 
in  the  rate  and  other  .-hanges  in  the  Postal  Act  and 
roRulations  relating  to  second-class  matter.     Novem- 
ber 20  was  selected  as  the  date  nf  meet  in-  because 
publishers    of  large    daily    newsi.apers   from   overv 
province  in  Canada  would     be  in  Toronto  then   lii 
attendance  at    the    annual    meeting    of  Cmiadinn 
I  ress    Limited.     The  selection  of  this  date  did  not 
permit  of  sufficient  notice  to  ensure  the  ;  re^ence  of 
many  representatives  of  the  weekly  ann  small  dailv 
press,  and  the  attendnnce  was.  therefor^,  but  little 
more^than  100.     But  what  the  meeting  lacked  in 
numbers  wa.«  mad.  up  for  by  the  fact  that  it  was 
horoughly  representative  of  the  press  of  every  sec- 
tion of  Canada. 

J.  F.  MacKay,  Toronto  Glohe,  president  of 
Canadian  Press,  Limited,  and  John  R.  Rone.  Tor- 
onto ^/a»-.  president  of  Canadian  Press  Association 
presided  jointly  over  the  meeting;  and  .Tohn  m" 
imrie,  secretary  of  r^  -  adian  Pres.s  Association  act- 
ed as  secretai-y. 

.  The  Postal  Committee  of  Canadian  Press  Asso- 
ciation Pf  onted  a  report  which  was  read  bv  the 
secretary.  Mr.  Tmrie.     It  was  as  follows : 

held^l„*''?„np""'"  p""":*""'""  "'  '"«  Canadian  Press  Association 
held  m  June.  .1  Post.-,.  Committee  was  .appointed  to  consider 
What  changes  If  any.  should  !.e  made  In  the  postal  regulat Ions 
fL  ""  '""^  '*'•■■■«  *"  Moond-class  matter  This  Committee 
inv  ted  suggestions  from  the  members  a.  to  what  chants  were 
desired,  many  of  which  were  rec-elved.     Your  committee  arranged 
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gvu'. 

lirili 

I'i'liiii . . 

Illi'tit     of 

anil    Ihr 


f"!    nil    Interview    tvltli    PuxtiimntfrUfiuTiil   im    Ma't- 

•r    '.'.1,      Hill    III    till-    iiuMtiilinc     llii-     I'liRt     oiriru 

.    ..xiii'il   II   g.'iicnil  .•Irciil.ir   liilliii.iiini;   tlint   mi   /nljimt- 

r.i'.'s    ,,n    •..•.•,. ii.lrliiKs    iiiMltiT    \Mi»    iiTiilpr    mLlciMilon. 

I.  •    i|ll'«tl"ri    ..r    ,1     i.ummII.1,.    tfvlifliil     rriHlliiMt Ill     i.f 

•"""■'■    '•^'"""   "■mildly |.„f„rt.   i iiinill,....      Thin   qiipii. 

Hon  .iv».r«h,i,|.,«p>l  lo  mici.  mi  .'»t.-iit  Ihc  hiIht  .•.,n»ii|..r.ii|..ii;    i,.i' 

«.Tf   ill    ih..    iMliMl    of   th..    AnKo.im «|,,.n    th liiiiite^    w,,^ 

»|.P"I'.I.-(I,  tlim  M  «,m  iiM.iiiflit  .loKlral.U.  i„  .nil  „  «,„.,|„|  g,.n,.r,.i 
iiieftlnjt  of  the  AiiMorlutloii. 

Vour    .■..iii-nltli'i'    wdul.l    i .Mimenil    tlmt    mi    mldltlon    Id    iim 

ni.Miil...iiilil|.  I...  ,i„M|,.  I.y  111.-  aiipolntmrnl  .,f  a  Mi..inl..MM  icprp- 
HrntuiK  |.M|M.M  w..Ht  of  Uivm  |,aki.H  iin.l  -  nitMiil-iMs  repitwiilliiB 
ne»Mpap..r«  In  M.irltlni..  I'ru^Uuvn  f„r  tlu-  piirp„Ko  ^f  mint- 
ing   till'    iiniMM  ,i,ie   the    rostniasicrlJi i,,!    un    Hatiir.lay. 

Voiir  .uiniuittp.'  nt  this  Htiigi.  Is  ii„t  pi.  ,.aml  I,,  make  any 
it'.'o.mii,.n,lali,,nH  »n  to  what  iho  atlltu.lo  „f  thp  AKfi..rlallon  In 
<'..nn.rtl„n    with   a   |,„>sll,|,.   r.M,|J„stnient   of  ratoM   fihoul.l    ho.    bm 

wo.  ill   snKB,.«|    tiiat   .lis,  uss «,Mii,l    hp   hcnoflrlai   iihiiig   rprtaiii 

splM'Iflr    liics: 

1.  What  sh..ui,i  he  the  atllUKlp  ,,f  thin  Asiio,i.,tlon  with  lefer- 

eiire  to  any   liierciiHO  In   present    riites? 

-'.   Ill   the  event  of  a   leail.liislinent   ..f  ratis  heiiiK  iiio,,,,sei|   by 

the  I'ost  nirhe  Hepartiiieiit,  what  rlirni„«tan.-eM  ihoul.l  goveni 

the    a.tlon    of    the    I'ost    DIThe    llepaitMient    on    ||,e    foilowlnB 

poinlti: 

(a)  Should  the  fr.K>  zone  for  we.4-,ly  iie»  >|,a|.eiH  l,e  .■ontini.eil  ' 

(b)  Siioiiiil  postage  rates  I,,.  |„ise.l  upon  tlie  proportion  of 
advertising   to    reading    mutter V 

(<■)  Should  postage  ralef,  he  based  iip  n  th.'  number  of  p.  ,es 
or  weight  of  tlie  individual  eopy  of  a  newspaper? 

(d)  Should  p,.stage  rales  be  based  upon  the  subseriplio,, 
rate  .diar»  eitb.r  with  relation  to  the  rate  -barged  in 
plu.e  of  pub...atlon  or  with  relation  to  rost  of  white  papi-r 
and    Ink? 

(e)  Should  postage  rates  for  dally  newspapers  be  based  on 
^one  sy*ton.-that  Is.  u  smaller  eha.-e  In  a  zone  of  short 
radius  ai  d  a  higher  .'hrrge  outside  of  the  radius. 

.11  addition  to  the  larger  .iiiestions  outlined  above,  loinm- 
nien.iatioDs  on  .hanges  in  tlie  postal  ie.,'iiiatlons  have  been  made 
to  your  comniittee,  and  these  are  embodied  in  the  attache.l 
report. 

It  \vn.-  (locided  to  proceed  at  oiu-e  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  more  important  question  of  he  re- 
ported mcrease  in  rates  of  postage  on  second-olas^ 
matter  and  as  thir.  discussion  was  prolonged  no 
action  regarding  suggested  changes  in  the  posta^ 
regulations  was  taken.  Indeed  the  appendix  to  the 
Postal  Committee's  report  containing  the«e  «ugge«- 
lioi^s  was  not  read  to  the  meeting. 


Many   inoriiborM  of  Ounndiaii    I'n-s^    \s^Miiiti»n 

invited  hv  fl.o  Postnl  Comn.iUee  of  C>^\uu\  .„.  Press 
AsHoc.n  !,.n.  Some  .,  lotea  figure.  ..how,,.  {/«  ef^ 
feet  o„  Hum,-  newnpaper,  of  tl.o  imposition  of  v  H.l 
ruloH  of  ,.o.taKe  an-l  methods  nf  <'har«inVu  i,  ? 
was  reported  in  .lifferont  quarter-  he  hM  omco 
nepartm.nt  ha.  ,„.ler  con.illenuion.   Vj^o  rZZ 

^i:s\s;l'r:::f;!u'ff'i— ^^ 

memlvr.  of  both  orKanizaFions;  ami  o    accurate  ad 
he  Po-t  O  Lo  iw ''!''  "^  "'"T^"'  "'"^  that  JH>foro 

K.^SniteTJ^.^l,t:;/^^''t^9? 

also  should  secure  all  available  data  Ir.  mxm        D 
liieir  case.    So  it  was  moved  by  H  B  I)  nlv^,       "' 

P;/rand"'"^';^'-^'  -V-  R'  Suer/ SlVr  ;r 
mw    and  earned  that  the  presidents  of  ('m.-^In 
Pia^s  Assoemtion  and  Canadian  PreJ  I  hn  ti        f 
oommmee  to  engage  an  expert  or  expert'   to 
a  thomnpl.  investigation  into  the  cS    o    e. 

wJ^lIll^tl^ilTtrmei:^^^^^ 

r-=-ti^e„^ 


««ljiiM«ni.r.t     of    rate-     rnilur    thin,     t|,o   manp^^i^ 

ta  .or.  rri.,ro  tlmro.ur,,|y  r.pro«..,i;ativ..  n    the  L  m  i, 

h-  rrmkiiiu  >t<  por.«n,MM.|  „.  follows--       '''^  "'""«" 
I  ho  I  o.h,i  Comtuiftoo  of  ranadin.i   Pre*,  Awo- 

A.  Rohort.  /.ff  Pren^,.,  Montreal 

I  e|.ro.ontative,«  of  Cana.lian   I»re.s.   I.i,  io,\-  J 
I.  MrConnell.  Vnnoonvor  Svu:  J.  II    w.     „   pJ  ' 

Air   lion ly)W.  E.  Rmnllfield,  Renfrew  Mrrruru 
Rcpresemntiye  of  religious  press:  Rev   R   Dmir 

In.  Frascr,  Presbyterian  Publications    Toronto      ^' 
Repre«entati-.e  of  trade  press-  r'ol     T    R  \f„ 

lean.  Maclean  Publishing  cI.  'un,  ted.  Toronto 
Representative    of  class  nre««-    John     \    rl 

rnnndian  Courier.  Toronto  ^''''^^^' 

the  ccpnrlmoni    ,n  nn  inve..ig„|l„„    „f  ,he  ,„"" f 
nnndlinc  sepond-olass  mailer. 

The  mecliriK  was  Ihen  o.ljonrned 

B    B.  Blggar.   Pulp   «nd   Pnn^r   «  '  ^  "  ^^  ^•"'*'  '^"^'"O  »»"; 
-onto;  W.  A.  Cralek.  Printer  ana^Pu'S' "^1?;"^'^°: 


Moil.  Tor..i,io  Hrnr;  II.  n    r>..„  y.  Ml, ,.  |  ,.f.,ri,i,r     h..    u    t. 

U.    y,.^r.    IT....,„r.«„    I.ut.H...„o„,         -r       "     «       '    n„uZ' 
ToroiWo    .M,il|    „M.l    Ki r^;    I,     II.    |„,,        .„     m,     th  """"' 

Inin..  lTl.,i,.r  „,..«  |'„i,IU|,»r.  T..r..,.t.,  •  .V  r  K..rV  .  T  . 
Montreal  S,„r;  K.  A.  Mm.r,  I-on;..'  Kr  C  .  w\"m%'^^^ 
•Mil.  kiln,    \M,.nl|H.»  !•„„ ;    ,.;    ^.     \,,.rr,.,„lT    s,  n. 


Proceedings  of  Meeting  of  Deputation 
Appointed  at  Joint  Meeting 

iCto!,^'  "  '•""'"•'"-  "'  ">e  Board  „f  Vrld: 
.      ^V  1'  T'i'ylor.  chainnan  uf  the  Postal  CnmmW 

John  M.  Tmne,  .^ecretan-  of  Canadian  Press  W 
^•mtion,  acted  as  .secrctan-  of  the  meeting 


Office  Act  was  ptu^sed      Rv  viVtno  «f  ♦«,.-  i 

nf   ,!!ilT         "   exception    was   made   in   the   case 
of   weekly    newspapers    which    were   given    a    fS 

rio^m  e.'   fhrP^'.  f^""^^   ani' a "«:«.'    r 

ft  pI  f  n  '  1  ^'  '''^^"  ^he  rate  of  one-half  of 
a  cent  a  pound  was  reduced  to  one-auart<>r  nf  -! 
cent  a,  pound  on  distances  not  exceeSin^.  300  HiHe" 
The  hmitation  of  distance  was  afterward  Ver^oved 
tPnr?.??  -'^  ?°"'  °"  '^^^^y  newspapers  wr  ex- 
ete  '  o'f  ^Silifr  '  "'^'"-^  ''  ''  -^^-  -^  ""■'-- 

bv  Sir  Iv^'  1&S'  f'^'^y.  'h«  reasons  a.ssigned 
newspapels'n  S^l  Jonow"^^""'^    ^^^^««  ^ 

sion^^in  '^i'  ^^"''  ''^  *^^  'y'^'"^  of  free  transmi«- 

Tfre  "tra'SsionTft   "^'"'^"^  J^«    ^^-^^ 

bona  fid  ;rnrspapei? 

able.  ^Ji-«spapers  of  which  were  question- 

In  this  connection  Sir  William  Mulock  said  • 

Office.  I  do  not  knL  'hffh  r'"'*"  ""^  *'''°"«''  the  pes? 
about  to  re„l  describe  ^uT  *  ''"  -"araoterlstlcs  that  I  am 
»>ut  they  nre  pSarea  ,;  ^Je  0^^^  """  ""  ^'^'^  ""J^^'^' 
under  the  Instructions  to  go  through  "thf"  °'  '"'  department 
me  a  summary  that  I  mighf  m.  te  S  „,  nnTrr"'  ""''  «'^« 
represent  the  general  chararter  nf  T  '  ^  '^'"''''  '*°"'1  '""-'y 
carried  free.  The  first  that  iV""  '""'""  """  "'  "°"  ""'"^^ 
are  engaged  in  l^.lntZ.  cb'Sy"^  Z  "„^r  ""h""'"'"  *'''»' 
liquor  trade  and  hotel  business  r  «„!,   P"^"-"""""     «'    the 

general  object  is  the  promotion'  of  fom  ^""^  """"^  '^''ose 

on  behalf  of  Sunday.  .  The  ne,.    r^T^'''  """   Publications 

cals  devoted  to  the  interest  of  S.nd  J  ^'^^  ''"'  "'^  P"'°<"- 
Papers  promoting  the  s„Te  of  book,  h  h  ■'°°'''-  '""«"  ''"^  '''>^« 
'«  a  paper  called  "Secular  Thoueh?-'  n  *"''•  "'"^"'''  «'*"•  N«t 
of  them  relating  to  works  of  a.no..rr"'"''  "'  "*'**  *^"'"'  «ome 
5528,  5629.  *  "'  aKUOstlcism.-Hansard,  ISOS-pages 
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In  1889   9.428.498  pounds 

In  1891 11,108,835  pounds 

Increase  in  2  vears  of  17%. 
In  1897   '. .  .16,557,490  pounds 

Increase  in  8  years  of  77%. 

(3).  The  demands  of  the  railways  for  increased 
suK^idies  for  carrj-ing  the  mails. 

(4).  The  deficit  of  $800,000  in  Post  Office  De- 
partment dui-ins  1896;  and  of  $580,000  during 
1897.  ^ 

(5).  The  need  of  additional  revenue  to  offset 
possible  loss  through  reduction  of  rate  on  letters 
from  3  to  2  cents. 

Whilst  most,  if  not  all,  of  these  reasons  are 
given  specifically  by  Sir  Wm.  Mulock  in  other 
statements,  they  are  summed  up  generally  in  this 
short  statement,  which  he  made  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  on  the  second  reading  of  his  bill  on  May  13, 
1898: 

I  SQbmit  that  the  two  measures  (the  reduction  on  letters  and 
the  charge  on  newspapers)  are  in  the  public  Interest.  They 
are  entwined  together,  and  whilst  the  Imposition  of  the  rate  upon 
newspapers  will  not  pay  the  whole  cost  of  this  boon  that  will  be 
conferred  upon  the  public,  yet  to  the  extent  that  It  produces  a 
revenue,  it  win  add  to  that  amount,  and  It  will  be,  I  trust,  a 
check  upon  the  burdens  that  are  cast  upon  the  people  to-day  by 
the  bringing  out  of  newspapers  of  a  useless  kind— fake  news- 
papers some  call  them.  X  would  not  use  the  term,  I  do  not  know 
the  meaning  of  It.  A  constant  demand  Is  njjde  upon  the  public 
to  carry  newspapers  that  succeed  In  getting  registration,  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  a  newspaper  set  forth  In  the  statutes, 
but  which  are  nothing  but  agencies  In  disguise  to  promote  pri- 
vate enterprise  and  private  gain.  Putting  the  matter  on  a  busi- 
ness basis  will,  I  trust,  help  to  ward  off  some  of  these  evils  and 
make  It  po8sit)le  for  the  country  In  the  near  future  to  have  the 
advantage  of  the  2  cent  rate  without  any  extra  cost.— Hansard 
1898— pages  5532,  5533. 

Mr.  Imrie  quoted  several  extracts  from  Hansard 
in  connection  with  the  debate  on  Sir  Wm.  Mulock's 
bill,  among  them   the  following: 

Referring  to  the  figures  showing  tonnage  of  newspapers  car- 
ried in  1889.  1891  and  1897  respectively,  quoted  by  Sir  Wm.  Mul- 
ock In  House  of  Commons  on  April  1,  1898.  the  leader  of  the  op- 
position. Sir  Charles  Tupper,  said:  "I  would  draw  the  attention 
of  my  honorable  friend  (Sir  Wm.  Mulock)  at  the  outset  to  a  con- 
clusion at  which  I  have  arrived  from  the  enormously  rapid  in- 
crease In   the   number  of  newspapers  carried   through   the   mails. 
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country  to  obtain  Infornmtlon      f  ™      h  "k  "'  '"*  P*°P'«  »'  »»«. 
paper,  hb  one  of  the  „  "st    "'     '      h  "^'''^  Publication  of  new.- 

to-day  of  having  „  bett"r  ^nflrln  *""*  ^''"'"'«  '"'"'  "oa.t 

thronghout  the  countrT  than  a,r„,.''°''"'"*l°"  """""f  ""  <^"«"e« 
out  the  world  .,  attrlbmlb  o  larS  T^h'*'''  """''''  "''°"»''- 
tbey  look  for  the  «nfo.a,„tlonwb,oh  loni^f "''"''  """^  ''''"^•' 
great  mass  of  the  peoole  thrr^ZV  ^  '"'  oonreyed  to  the 

Preju^ee  thU  ^u^ntlT  ZrT.T:ZTr  '  ""  ""'  '^'"•*  '» 
merits;  but  I  want  at  the  out.-t  t!  .h  *°  '"""'"•'*'•  "  <"•  "» 
tion  of  the  Oorernment  that  thTf  n.  r.T  ""'  '""•  ""*  eonalder- 
the  circulation  of  the  newsp  ■^rfof "  h  "'  ""'"""^  "•"•"••«  "« 
moat  potent  reasons  whv  fh»  T        .      ^  country  ig   one   of  the 

formation    ,n    reference  "^10'^^"""""^  "'  '^""''•"''"^^  «°<'    » 
cumsorlbed  by  prerentinl  th.       ^  ,r**"°"    """""J    "»'    be   clr- 
that  would  be  the  natuf  result'"    h:^'"";M'*'^*  "ewspaper,  [f 
Further   on    In    the   1  ~^'"'"''^'  18»8-page  2916.  2917. 

"What  this  mJuVs  rlkerthrmos.'"/'"""'^^     ^«'"'-  ««"1  = 
semination  by  the  press  of  thin  """'t  P°f«°t  blow  at  Is  the  dls- 

•'iscussions  Of  Pubr:;a'ir?.L^S  d^^V^'^  «""«^  ""'^  *•>' 

ameJd  v^t?ir«rcrr,~^^  -  to 

-.^  .^  anarr.r£H=-^^  --  '"•- - 

Britain  for  the  reason   that  fier.  f""'"'"*'  ^""'"^^  '»  0'c«t 

tors  in  the  United  Klngnlll' ^IV'^'  "'  thousands  of  elec- 
he  remotest  idea  not  onTyTf  ^nmon^"  ' *  """^  ''"''""t  "avlng 
but.  if  their  lives  depended  „ pi  u  Th  *  "'  ""'"™  '"^  ^'"""'••y 
Prime  Minister  of  Great  BrUaTf!,\"'""^  "°'  "'«'«  '^bo  i, 
cation  of  the  great  advanc^  fhr  V'    ^  «^"^*  '"«'  «  «•>  »ndl- 

lutelllgence;  and  tL  JhorougL  kn'lwfi'  "'  '^'""""'  ''"^  ««>'''-•  '» 
people  here  have  m  ZZTtt  '°°       ^"^^  '^'"''''  ""«  ""ass  of  the 
Questions  of    that    k  oT"     we,    „""  '"'"'  '"'''"'  "'"'  ""  °'^« 
largely  on  the  fact  that  newsL"       h  ^"'"'"   '"formation,   rents 
circulation  until  they  are  uTw  rr,,  k       f  '"  ^"^^^^  Increased  In 
tbe  country,  and  there   's  scarce^  a  /.m.rT  T'^  ""''^'*'"«'  "» 
not  the  advantage  of  receiving  a  nelnnn".  "*  *"*  ''*'""'  t"-'  bas 
I'ooklng  upon  that  as  a  Lreaf  "Jf^'^^'^P^'  '»  some  form  or  other 
and  for  the  dissemination  of  th?     \"'  ^''"'""""  '"  '"e  country 
not  concur  with  the  Honorable  pf    '"""""•'  "formation.  I  do 
«on  that  It  is  a  wise  net  tT,        ^"^t^aster-Qeneral  In   the  opln- 
«eans  of  dissemCating  L„ZTnf"'  "^"'^""'o"  to  that  gr  at 
by  and  must  depend  upoHhl  „« "  n""""""   '''"'''  '"  '""'«bed 
In  the  same  debate    and  on  thTr"'' i*''"'  °'  *"*  '^"""''y" 
per  said  .-"If  the  no»7  nffl  ^  '"'"*  ^"t«'  Sir  Charles  Tun 

tbe  Charges  upl^pfr  Ls  ^^o  mln  r.'""""'"'  "'  »  reducHon^f 
estimated  loss  of  revenL  fl  i  '*"*"  **'  '««'•«»  «  year  (the 
from  3  cents  to  2  clnts)  I  th"Jn^  .?''"''"°"  °'  ^■■'*«'  °°  '^tter. 
•mount  proposed  to  be  inkediv^h  J""""  '^'^  "•^''  '>«ar  thl 
newspapers.  I  stated  b^K  that  ,  *V'  ^"'^^  «  ^^^  «Pon 
o'  newspapers  throughout  ^e  masse  of  *l"'  *'"  ''"  circuUtlo. 
-  country.     ,  regard  the  n^w^priSuToVThrcrt;; 
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M  Of  the  greatest  possible  rulue  to  the  people.  I  do  not  .uppoM 
there  Is  any  country  In  the  world  where  newspaper,  are  more 
widely  taken  and  read  than  In  Canada  I  may  be  wrong  on  thU 
point,  but  my  Impression  U  that  the  statistics  which  the  Post- 
master-GenPral  has  given  to  the  House  abundantly  prove  the 
great  value  the  people  of  the  Dominion  attach  to  their  newspapers, 

the  p1  offl  n""'"'!  "'  ''"  "■*'^'"  °'  newspapers  .arr^d  by 
!h!  r  .  J'*.  Department  affords  the  best  possible  evidence  of 
the  desire  of  the  mass  of  the  people  to  obtain  newspapers.  It  is 
not  merely  «  question  of  the  small  amount  of  charge  on  news- 
papers, but  the  fact  that  the  people  receive  newspapers  fre^  of 
postage  is  one  which  has  a  most  material  Influence  In  regard  to 
popular  subscriptions  to  them.  People  will  subscribe  to  news^ 
papers  to  secure  Information  for  themselves,  and  their  families 
Itl,  "•"^^P"!'*"  ""^e  'ree  postage,  when  with  the  smallest 
possible  charge  Imposed  they  would  not  do  so,  because  such 
Ts^-prge^S.'^   "■"'   .nconvenlence  and  expei-e.-.-HrnsTd'! 

Honnri'Mr'Ir'n"/""  "'"-'"■■  '^'"""  "''"^  =  "'  ""<le>«tand  the 
Honorable  the  Postmaster-General  to  say  that  he  pro,.osed  this 
bill  to  reduce  the  postage  on  letters  from  3  cents  to  2  cents    and 

ILZ    s    'T\7  '"'  "^"'"'^  ""'  '^""^'"'^  postage  uronL- 
th.nlc  i.  ,      '     "°".°^   "'   "   "■*""   '''«   '"^-"^''^   Po'nt   of  view.    I 
think  It  is  very  objectionable,  and   I  hope  the  Honorable  eentle 
man  will  «ee  fit  to  withdraw  his  bill  here  and  now  for    his  reas?„ 
N  nety  per  cent,  of  the  letters  that  pass  through  the  ma  is  «re 
written  by  manufacturers  and  business  men;  the  average     .rmer 
does  not  send  probably  more  th.nn  4  letters  a  year  and  the  s  vTng 
to  him  would  be  probably  about  4  cents  .  But  90  per  cent   of  the 
to7ZT"  r\ «""""«•'  '»  »»•«  farmers  of  tn.s  country    so  tSt 
for  the  4  cents  he  will  save  on  his  letters,  he  will  pay  an  addit  on 
1  25  cents  on   his  daily   or  weekly   newspaper.     It  looks  to  r^e 
like  another  blow  at  the  farmer."-Hansard  iSft^page  ^23 

»,n  ^l  !'i°''«*  °"  ^^"^  ^^-  ^^*'  ♦''«  se*^"""  reading  of  Bill  no  to 
amend  the  Postal  Act.  and  with  particular  reference  to  the  clauw 
reducing  the  rate  on  letters  from  3  cents  to  2  cents.  s!r  Wm 
Mulock  the  then  Postmaster-General  said  In  part-  "PublTc 
opinion  favors  the  cheapest  and  freest  possible  commu^ icatl!"  by 
mall  throughout  all  parts  of  the  country;  and  I  feel  sure  that 
no  argument  is  necessary  to  commend  such  a  proposition  to  fhl 
public  favor."-Han8ard,  1898-page  5521.  po-'^on  to  toe 

w„,°x,'Y"l.":  ^^^  "•  '"^  °^'"»*«  "^  *"«  ^cond  reading  Sir 
Wm.  Mulock  s  bill,  he  said  in  reply  to  an  enciulry  about  th;  il- 
flcit  In  the  United  States  Post  Office  Department  during  the  nre 
Tious  year:  "I  think  it  was  $12,000,000.  but  I  do  not  think  that  an, 
person  who  is  familiar  with  the  working  of  the  United  Stated 
system  attributes  that  at  ..11  to  the  letter  rate.  It  is  attHb„t«b!e 
by  those  who  know.-Mr.  Loud  for  Instance,  one  of  the  Seit 
authorities  In  United  States-to  the  extravagance  of  the  Kr' 
ment  In  connection  with  their  railway  mail  Service     The  ra«w., 

thlnrt  «me.'''  ''""f  '"""  »'^  '^•'"«"'»  "•«  OovernmenZ  I 
for    nrH>  «"   '""'''   '"'  '^''">'"'«  »•>«   """"^  "   are   charged 

for_  ordinary    first-class    express    matter."-Hansard.    18»8._iaS 
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i.„n  .M  .  "'*  "^  ^"'  "•  *»*•  **■•  McDougall  8ald:-"The 
Jinponltlon  of  a  tux  on  newspaper,  means  the  ImpoBltlon  of  •  tax 
on  knowledge.  Many  who  now  receive  newspapers  cannot  con- 
tlnue  to  receive  tbera  because  the  publisher  must  charge  this  tax 
upon  the  newspapers  he  distributes  and  so  increase  the  price 
to  the  subscrlbcrs/'-Hansard,  IMtS,  page  5717. 

Mr.  Imiie  wive  other  information  relating  to 
.he  income  (lenve.l  hy  the  Post  Office  Department 
from  the  carna-e  of  Hecond-clns-  matter;  the  expense 
of  pubhstiing  newspapers  in  Canada  as  compared 
with  United  States  and  Great  Britain;  their  value 
tor  cducatjonal  purposes,  in  the  developing  of  local 
communities,  in  advertising  Canada,  etc. 

P.  D.  Ros^,  Ottawa  Journal,  said  tlie  Post  Office 
Department  should  be  required  to  show  rood  caase 
for  any  contemplated  increase  in  the  rate  on  second- 
class  niatter      He  referred  to  the  statement  of  the 
iost  Office  Department  that  the  railwavs  had  de- 
manded increased    .subsidies    for  carrying  second- 
class  matter  and  said  definite  proof  of  the  cost  to  the 
railways  of  carrying  this  matter  should  be  furni«h- 
®^V,^".«. expert  whose  appointment  was  authorized 
""l     il  r"n    ™e/'infi  in  Toronto,     on  20th  inst., 
should  be  allowed  to  co-operate  with  the  Post  Office 
Department  in   a  thorough  investigation   into  this 
and  o  her  question.s  affecting  the  rate  that  might 
properly  be  charged  newspapers. 

It  was  moved  by  John  A.  Cooper,  Canadian 
Courier,  Toronto  seconded  by  E.  F.  Slack,  Mon- 
treal Gazette,  and  carried  that  P.  D.  Ross  be  the 
spokesman  of  the  deputation  and  nresent  its  wishes 
and  feelings  on  this  matter. 

.  The  whole  question  of  the  purpose  of  the  inter- 
view and  of  the  position  of  the  newspapers  on  this 
matter  was  then  discussed.     This  discussion  showed 

Dena^fmrnT""/",'*""^  "'  *"*'  newspapers  toward  the  Post  Office 
Department  and  of  the  Post  Office  Department  toward  the  news? 

cos't^n'r  h  ZV'  ^•°-'P"»"""   ">   «"   effort   to   discover   tleTeal 
cost  of  handling  second-class   matter 

ru.7}^    demands    of   the    railways    for    increased    subsidies    for 
carrying  the   mails   should   be  thoroughly   Investigated     and   the 

thirrunne'r'S'  "°*  ''"''^■"  ''"•''"^''  •''^'•"'"-  to'dem-lndrfrl 
mis  quarter  that  are  unreasonable. 
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tho  Tn  /"^       ^'""""^  "•"""••  "■"  '^  «■"••«  to  suffer  through 

the  increaied   rost   to  the  Post  Office  Department   of  rural   mf II 
delivery   or  other  Improvements   serving   ;pe.l.,!    interest. 

tlon7o'  /iir*fM,'"'T  ^•'""'''"•^°'  «'""""  «''•■  '"i.'I"'«te  considera- 
tion  to   the   following,   amonfr   other   points:— 

(a)  The  position  of  the  newspapers    is  a  fa,.,,,,.  1,,  the  .llffuslon 
?K.    rp°       1'**=  '""'  '"  '*'«  ed  ;.atlonal  system  of  the  .-..untry. 
ln„iJ  ,*"        ■'.      ""   """""'    '"*    newspapers    the   G„vernment 
noiUl   be  put  t..  enormous  expense  In   keeping  the  el,.,.torate 

ings';t"o;tar""" '"  '""••"  -"'''  ""•""•  '^^"- •  "--"■ 

(I)  The  faet  that  be.ause  of  the  tremendously  her.vv  ex- 
pense of  publishing  a  newspaper  the  business  Is  not 'on  the 
Whole  a  profltal.le  one.  as  Is  evin,  e,l  by  the  ,.„ndltlon  of  most 
thVf!  «™«"  "7'P'"'<''-s  and  many  of  the  large  ones;  and  by 
the  fact  that  when  the  large  dally  newspapers  represented  In 
Canadian  Associated  Press  de.lde.l  to  supplement  their  news 
service  by  a  spe.la!  servUe  from  Great  Britain  thev  had  to 
secure  a  large  subsidy  from  the  Government  to  enable  them 
to  ao  flo. 

(d)  The  fact  that  much  of  the  work,  su-h  as  sorting,  that  Is 
done  by  the  Post  Office  Department  In  connection  «lth  other 
classes  of  mall  matter  Is  done  by  the  newspapers  In  con- 
nection with  second-class  matter. 

Because  of  the  above  and  other  .-onsiderations  the  case  for  a 
low  postage  rate  on  newspapers  Is  exceedingly  strong 

Before   any    change    In    the    rate   of   postage   on    second-class 

sThm,";  ""f",  '""  "'"'*  '''"'^^  Department  should  be  required  to 
submit  conclusive  evidence  that  the  cost  of  handling  se-od  class 
matter  Is  such  that  despite  the  above  and  other  !.rgumen,s  In 
tr^;    "      "  ""'""•'  '""'  °"  --'"•'>--•  «'>e  present  rate  il 

r.ni/t'.v.^'f^^'r'^'',^'''^'''''  ^"'''^'^'  -«"ffSe8tecl  the  ap- 
pointment of  certain  members  of  the  deputation  to 
act  as  spokef^men  for  the  variou.«  interests  represent- 
ed m  It  provided  any  questions  concerning  these  in- 
terests were  asked  by  the  Postmaster-General 
w    li'^f  T''^''  by  John  A.  Cooper,  .seconded  by 
w;^;    r*^r''-'-^"/l^'''"^^'^'  *^«t  W.  J.  Tavlor, 
d.n?p<f  W   p         ^Y^-Rfview>   represent    the  small 
flaiiies,  H.  B       ,nly,  Simcoe  Reformer,  the  weekly 
newspapers;  Col.  J.  B.  Maclean,    he  trade  and  oK 
publications;  J.   H.    Woods,    Calgary  Herald    Te 
pre.«s  of  Western  Canada:  and  Senator  Wm.  Denl! 
Halifax  Herakl   the  press   of  the   Maritime   Prov- 
mces. 

r».I^n  '?fP"'«^'«'^  <hen  adjourned  to  the  Parlia- 
ment Buildinp  to  meet  the  Honorable  the  Post- 
master-* lenernl. 
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Report  of  Interview  with  the  Honorable, 
the  Postmaster  General 

THAT  (he  P(,.-t  OtHte  Department  is  seriously  con- 
sidenng  nn  increase  in  the  rate  of  postage  on  second- 
class  matter  was  made  very  clear  during  the  inter- 
view which  the  deputation  representing  Canadian 
Iress  Assocmt.nn  and  Ga:  ,dian  Press,  Limited,  had 
^11  tlie  Honorable,  the  Postmaster-General,  L  P 
Pellctier.  on  Saturday,  November  23  '     •     • 

As  Mr.  Pellctier  himself  said,  the  deputation  that 
waito.!  on  h.n.  was  a  most  representative  and  influ- 
ential one,  for  it  consisted  of  the  following :_John 
t.  ^;'''%^\'^'^\Star;  W.  J.  Taylor,  Woodstock 
^^ntmd-ne^new;  W.  M.  Southam,  Ottawa  Citizen; 
Li.  li-  H'lnly.  Simcoe  Reformer;  Wm.  Findlay,  Ot- 
J  l/^nnrt^  I.  A.  Robert  La  Presse,  Montreal; 
J.  H.  \\  oods,  Calgary  Herald;  P.  D.  Ross,  Ottawa 
Jonrna;  E.  R  Slack,  Montreal  Gazette;  ' Senator 
^\m.  Dennis.  Hahfax  Herald;  John  Weld.  Farm    's 

^.trrS    f"p°"xV^^r  ^-  ?i»a»fiel^.  Renfrew  Mer- 
c»-//.  Col.  J    R    Maclean,  Maclean  Publishing  Co.. 

T  ../hm'^T  ;'^°t"v'^-  ?°2.P^^'  Canadian  Courier, 
Toionto,  Senator  Robert  JafFray,  Toronto  Globe;  J 
E.  Atkinson,  Toronto  Star;  Senator  Coffee  and  L. 
iiuins.  Catholic  Record,  London;  H.  T.  Hunter 
Maclean  Publishing  Co.,  Limited,  Toronto;  E.  Nor^ 
man  Smith.  Ottawa  Free  Press;  R.  F    P^rk  nson 

se  J?hMii^^r^:;S7^  -^£^ 

E;"%t'  ''»?r'^'  'r"  ''''  Atlantic^o  ?h 
Pacihc.     The  publisher.-  <,f  newspaper,  and  other 
periodicals  had  received  an  impre.s.sion  from  a  rc-cenf 
circular  i.«sued  by  the  Dominim,  Post  Office  DepS- 
ment  that  important  chances  were  contemplated  in 

i  m^tS  r^Y'"'""'-  ^^'  ^'"''^  '•egulation  were 
riS  V'"''  ^'^"•^^q^ence  to  the  newspaper  as.so- 
cia  ions  and  con.sequently  at  recent  meetings  of  the 
n>o  great  new.-paper  associations  of  Canada  the  mat- 
ter had  come  up  for  discus..ion.     Rut  as  no  definite 
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information  WW  before  the  members  tws  to  what  was 
contemplated  by  the  Department  the  raeetinM  were 
unable  to  discuss  the  matter  with  any  satisfaction, 
and  It  was  accordinglv  resolved  to  a.«k  the  Post- 
master-General to  kindly  meet  a  deputation  from 
the  assooiation..  The  present  large  deputation  waa 
therefore  before  the  Postmaster-General  with  a  two- 
fold purpose.    First,  to  ascertain  what  the  frame  of 

nuA^  *;  ^i®  ^u'*-  ^^""^  Department  was,  and  sec- 
ondly to  offer  their  co-operation  in  any  possible  wav 
regardnig  whatever  information  could  l)e  furnished 
by  the  newspapers  for  the  Minister's  consideration. 

Mr.  Pelletier's  Reply. 

The  Postmaster-General,  Hon.  T..  P  Pelletier 
expressed  his  pleasure  at  receiving  so  representative 
a  deputatiori  and  gaid  the  I^ost  Office  Department 
had  not  made  up  its  mmd  regarding  any  policy  on 
this  matter.  The  department  has  in  mind  the  need 
Of  going  ,:i(o  this  question  very  fully.  Mr  Pelle- 
tier  said  he  had  been  fold  there  was  some"  unrest 
among  newspapers  regarding  this  policy,  but  this 
IS  not  necessary.  "^ 

"I  may  say',  gentlemen,"  he  said,  "that  there  is 
no  occasion  for  that.  Anything  that  I  may  do  her^ 
Zm  i^'^^'^P  °/  ™^  P®P"*y  Minister,  Dr  Coulter 
r^l^  fT  '^*''  ^""  consultation  ^ith,  and  The 
f  ni^f  ±*^'  newspapers.  We  have,  the  doctor  and 
i,  put  our  3ads  together  m  order  to  prepare  a  cir- 
^Llnll  '''  thought  would  give  us'soC'o?  Z 
pie  iminary-and  I  underline  the  word  'prelimin- 
ary-information which  we  think  ought  to  bT  in 
f^rfifw  "^  J^'  Department,  so  that  we  may  go 

^?T  L  r     -^  *•    ^  h^'^^  ^^"  «   ournalist  myself 

power  ?n    h?l«"nr'l'Pr^  l"*^  ^  ^^'""^  ^^^^  "«  ^ 
power  in  the  land  which  we  have  to  re- Ion  With  in 

fnlf''*S^r'."5^  ^^^^h'  ^n  the  sea>nd  place  ought 
f?n^J'"- 1;"^**^-  •  ^'  he"^^''  here  that  we  are  con- 
fronted with  a  serious  situation.  We  may  be  right 
or  wrong.  It  will  be  matter  fo-  very  complVte  4d 
u  ^' nSr  ""f  y^^i  §entlemen^is";SLion^ 
sdd  ^hltTlt  i^"",^^"^  to  see,  a.  Mr.  Ross  has 
said,  that  I  have  the  pleasure  to-day  of  having  such 
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a  representative  gathering  of  journalists  from  all 
over  the  country  nearl>,  anu  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant ones  and  some  of  the  pioneers  of  advance 
and  progress  in  journalism  in  this  country, 

"We  are  confronted  just  now  with  the  following 
position  and  I  want  to  put  it  straight  before  vou 
bwause  it  i«  the  starting  point.     We  wave  had"  an 
arrungement  with  the  railway  companies  in  Canada 
which  has  been  in  existence  for  years,  which  never 
\va.«  modified  and  under  which,  or  in  virtue  of  which 
these  railway  companies  take  care  of  the  tran.<porta- 
tJon  of  the  mail  matter  of  this  country.     Like  our 
predecessors,  we  have  been  hammered  al  by  the  rail- 
way companies  wi  h  the  representation  that,  whilst 
the  amount  of  mai.  matter  which  they  are  carrving 
tor  us  ha.s  increased  immenselv,  the  price  or  remun- 
eration given  for  such  transportation  has  not  been 
a<lequate        Now    you  journalists    are  all  business 
men,  and  you  will  understand  me  when  I  say  that, 
without  pledging  ourselves  ft  all  in  this  matter  and 
without  acknowledging  that  their  contention  is  right 
or  wrong,    I  think  I  am  bound  to  go  as  far  a.«  sav- 
ing that  there  may  be  something  in  it.     T  thiiik 
that  IS  putting  it  very  mildly.       Thev  tell  us  the 
amount  of  mail  matter  they  used  to  carrv  was  verv 
little  in  comparison  with  what  they  are  called  upon 
to  carry  now.     Under  present  conditions  they  are 
carrying  ton?    and  tons  of    mail  matter  over  and 
above  the  amount  which  thev  were  called  upon  to 
carry  liefore,  and  they  say,  'We  are  a^ked  to  do  that 
lor  the  same  price  and  no  consideration  is  given  to 
our  demands. 

"The  late  government  adopted  a  certain  line  of 
policy  in  that  respect  and  I  think  it  is  the  right 
thing  to  tell  you.  These  demands  have  been  made 
t-)  this  Department  for  a  number  of  years  and  they 
have  been  avoided  and  side-tracked,  and  put  to  one 
side  as  much  a?  possible.  Finally,  the  late  govern- 
ment, finding  <hat  they  were  cornered  I  .suppose, 
thought  they  had  discovered  a  way  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty by  having  an  order-in-counci'l  pas.sed  bv  virtue 
of  which  tne  whole  matter  was  referred  to  "iie  Rail- 
road I?oard  for  them  to  decide  what  should  in  future 
be  the  remuneration  which  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
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ment  would  give  to  the  railway  comppniea.    When  I 
arrived  m  this  Department,  one  of  the  first  thinja 
brought  to  my  attention  wiw  thi.-  verv  imnonunt 
matter     After  looking  at  the  facts  and  papers  before 
me.  1  though  the  Post  Office  Department  ha.l  v.ry 
skilfuly  avoided  a  difficulty  and  washed  its  hmi 
'•ntirely  of  It  by  leaving  it  for  somebody  else  to  de- 
cide.    \Vhilst  that  IS  very  good,  very  skillful,    ny 
principle  has  olwa;ys  been  to  faca  a  difficultv  mv^elf 
and  try  to  solve  it  without  shirking  it,  nb  niaUer 
what  the  consequences.       I  thought  this  Order-in- 
Council  which  brought  a  temporary  solution  of  the 
ouestion  did  not  have  the  result  of  bridging  the 
difficulty  at  all     ^n  the  first  place  we  submitted  the 
matter  to  the  Dopartment  of  Justice  and  we  were 
told  It  was  very  doubtful  whether  the  Railway  Board 
had  any  power  to  decide  such  questions.    As  a  lawy- 
er, I  agreed  with  that  opinion  myself.     Moreover, 
^*M  uJ^^.  decision  of  the  Railway  Board,  which 
would  be  final,  as  between  the  Government  and  the 
railway  coinpanies  might  perhaps  cripple  the  De- 
partment 3  finances  to  such  an  extent  that  we  would 
not  know   how   to   keep  our  h   ,ds   above   water, 
i^inally    there  is  power  m  our  own  hands  given  to 
us  by  the  law  to  fix  ourselves  the  rates  which  shall 
be  paid  to  the  railway  compan^crf  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  mail  matter.     True,  we  are  told  it  is  a 
very  arbitrary  law,  and  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that 
It  IS  arbitrary,  but  if  we  were  to  look  into  the  whole 

pl«f  nS  '^n™'^H'  ^®  Ju"H^««d-  I  thought  if  the 
Fost  Office  Department  had  power  in  its  own  hands 
to  decide  the  question  that  is  was  no  use  referring 

nr^V^^^'"'^'''?/  ?T^;  ^  therefore,  had  another 
Order-in-Council  drafted  aiid  passed  withd-iwing 
the  question  from  the  Railway  Board,  and  I  told 
the  railway  companies,  who  seemed  to  be  somewhat 
di^atisfied  about  the  move,  that  I  would  face  ^he 
difficulty  myseU  and  trj-  and  settle  it  in  a  busineas- 
ike  wr.y  and  not  shirk  it.  I  may  say  that  I  have 
not  done  much  yet,  owing  to  my  trip  to  England 
and  the  necessity  of  preparing  for  the  session  of 
Parliament.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  increa.se  in  the 
amount  of  mail  matter  carried  is  undeniable.  News- 
papers  have  increased  in  importance,  volume  and 
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shape  and  the  newspapere  of  this  country  have  very 
much  improved.    But,  is  it  a  fact  or  not  that  we 
ore  carrj'inp  now  for  the  newspapers  a  very  much 
Inrwer  amount  of  mail  matter  than  we  used  to?  This 
I  think,  will  not  be  Kainsaid.    Is  it  not  fair  that  you 
and  I  jihould  sit  down  and  take  up  this  question  and 
try  and  come  to  some  conclusion  which  will  not 
hurt  the  future  ot  this,  which  I  may  c.ll  national 
enterprise?    And  at  the  same  time  we  must  remem- 
ber that  we  have  in  all  the  civilized  countries  of  the 
world  now,  except  Canada,  a  newspaper  rate  of  Ic 
per  pound     And  in  Canada,  which  at  the  present 
moment  thinks  that  it  is  becominR  a  nation,  per- 
haps we  might  think  :hat  we  ought  to  follow  other 
countries  in  the  rates  of  transportation  for  news- 
papers.    In  this  country  we  a.sk  only  one-fourth  of 
a  cent  per  nound.    I  am  sure  you  will  agree  that  is 
modest  and  reasonable,  1  ul  I  am  not  gong  to  ask 
for  an  answer  now.    But  I  do  wish  to  improve  con- 
ditions in  that  respect,  and  what  I  am  absolutely  in 
earnest  about  and  desirous  of  doing  is  to  do  it  in 
^AJ^^   *^^*  *^®  newspapers,  when   we   have 
closed  this  matter,  will  say  that  we  have  met  them 
ma  fair  spirit  and  with  the  .«incere  desire  of  doing 
what  is  right  bv  the  press.    I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
have  all  the  information  and  suggestions  whi(  h  vnu 
may  bo  able  to  give  me  to  meet  as  much  as  possible 
the  requirements  which  I  have  tried  to  put  before 


you 


The  Newspaper  Position. 


Mr.  Ro..s  .^aid  he  was  .sure  the  deputation  appre- 
ciated very  greatly  the  full  and  frank  statement  of 
the  Postmaster-General,  and  the  evident  friendlv 
spirit  towards  the  newspapers  which  animated  hU 
remarks. 

He  might  .-ay  on  behalf  of  the  deputation  that 
the  newspaper  associations  realized  that  the  Postal 
Department  was  not  likely  to  be  anxious  of  its  own 
accord  to  alter  present  conditions  materiallv  unless 
mider  pressure  from  .^ome  source  complaining  tha 
the  exis  ing  conditions  were  burdensome,  and  Mr 
Pelletier's  reply  had  indicated  that  the  pressure  came 
from  the  rndways.     Mr.  Ross  thought  himself  free 
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to  8a.v  on  jiehalf  of  the  i  cwspaper  intereits  that  they 
were  (lecide<Ily  suspuioiH  of  ruilwuv  reprfHcinatioiH 
in  HiHh  u  nmtter.     ho  far  a«  the  newspapers  knew 
no  ex|)eri  effort  had  t  ver  i.een  uimle  in  ChiuuIu  to 
aat'ertain  oxuctly  what  the  vnM  „f  railway  mail  nii- 
riagt.  wa.  to  the  railways.     The  n.-w.papers  deHired 
that  no  lUHlite  vveioln  noiild  l,,.  altiahed  t(.  any  rail- 
way reprpMentation.H  until  a  coniprehenHyc  and"  aceu- 
rate  mye^-tiuation  of  the  condition!-  had  been  made 
by  the  (.oyerninent.    For  one  rc.won  ..h.ne  the  news- 
paper!, had  a  riKht  to  l.e  snspieicais  (,f  railway  ntafe- 
ment^  reKai.lnm  the  .arriaue  of  nniil,  yiz.:  ihut  whn, 
a«  a  re.Mult  of  railway  complaints  the  United  States 
(.overnment   had   announced   a   heavy    increa.^c   in 
newspaper  po^taue,  a  thorouuh  i-ivostiKation  of  the 
condition.-  by  expert.s  proved  that  the  railwav.s  had 
Kro.«8ly  overstated  the  c.Kst,  and  a.s  a  re.-nit  the  fnited 
htate«   (.overnment   withdrew   its   orifiinal   proposi- 
tion     He  might  add  that  this  pha.^e  of  the  mat- 
sr  had  come  up  at  the  meeting.^  of  the  Vre^n  A.h8(.- 
ciation?,  and  m  a  re.onlt  it  was  found  that  the  mem- 
tiers  were  preinired  to  appoint  an  expert  or  exr)ert. 
at  their  own  expen.^e  to  examine  and  report  on  the 
conditions.     The  new.spaper  interests  hoped  that  if 
such  a  step  became  nece,«.sary,  .such  expert  or  expert^ 
would  be  given  every  facility  to  profit  l)y  any  investi- 
gation which  the  Po.«t  Office  Department  might  in- 
augurate, and  to  aid  in  the  full  examination  Of  the 
conditions  and  costs  of  railway  ma-V;  carriage  and  all 
other  phases  of  the  matter. 

\f.  "p^?''f-  **""  T*'^  nothing  fairer  than  that,"  said 
HIa  ^^"f  ^'•-  ^  ^'Sreo  to  it  at  once.  We  shall  be 
glad  to  have  your  co-operation  and  to  work  with 
your  committee." 

Mr.  Russ  said:  "T  am  .sure  we  are  all  gratified 
o  hear  that.  But  T  do  not  know  that  T  am^Xr 
ized  to  go  so  far  as  to  characterize  it  as  co-operation 
nor  have  we  appointed  any  committee  for  that  our- 
pose.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Associations  which  we 
represent  no  action  wa.s  taken  further  than  authoriz- 
ing expen.ses  if  necessary.  No  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  deal  with  tiie  matter,  as  we  were  expected 
h.  report  back.  But  of  oonr«>  we  appreciate^  vlTy 
much  your  willingness  to  give  us  every  facility." 
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Mr.  Pelletier  said  that  the  Department  denired 
their  co-operHtioii  u„<l  wi.hod  to  huvo  u  con.iiiiliee 
of  tlie  A.Hi'CHiiitionH  MJ'ting. 

Tub  National  Asi'kc  t. 
Mr.  Ko-j.,:  "We  will  report  that.  a,„l  I  think 
here  is  only  one  other  con.siden.ti.Mi  which  uuuhl 
to  ho  inenti.Mie.l  .>ii  k.Jmlf  of  (he  new-paper...  While 
we  hold  that  a  thorouKh  examination  ^houhl  Ih) 
nuule  of  the  c.  <(liti.,H  and  co^ts  .,f  railway  nniil 
nirnaKe  an.l  „| her  .xui.i.loration.-  k'fore  p.».ital 
chanKo.-  are  .on.Hlered  hy  the  Departn.ei.t  we  realize 

nnghi  really  slu>w  .some  no^ial  lo..s  due  to  the  car. 
ria^-e   of  new.-paper.M   and   other   periodi.-als  at    the 
quui ter-cent  a  poutxl  rate.    Yet.  and  we  wi.h  to  eni- 
pliiwizo  that,  cost  has  never  l«jeii  consi^lered  the  de- 
ciding factor     (Jreat  weight  ha.  always  l,een  given 
what  might  he  called  the  national  educational  side 
of  the  (lues  ion.     The  principle  ha.s  Iwen  accepted 
>n  Canada  that  it  w  of  .  ^tional  importance  to  have 
Tthll   ,  •''.'*•-';!"",'"<•<"'  'i^Po^-iMe  of' newrpapera  and 
other   periodical,   and    their   information,   and   we 
would  accordingly  express  the  hope  that  whenever 
consi.  eration  ..t  change,  in  postal  regulations  come 
ui ,    his  feature  should  l,e  given  full  importance.    It 
migh    Imj  arguable  that  even  if  the  quarterK^ont  a 
pound  rate  doe.s  not  meet  the  cost  of  railway  mail 
carnage  tlicre  may  nevertheless  he  no  .sufficient  cause 
raTes"'   ""      '''  ^*^P«rt"i«^'>t    as    regards   postal 

T  ii'i'^l  '"  '''*"  ''''^}T'^  ^'■"P^^'t."  •'^"i'l  Mr.  Peliefer, 
I  tfunk  you  ar^  right,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least. 
//  /  were  In  „,k.  the  rate  the  railwa,,  comvar.  ies 
present  to  us  n  wonld  put  you  out  of  buinneJ:T^t 
V"'  I^opartment  is  willing  to  carrj-  its  /air  share  of 
nny  such  increase  .s.)  as  to  meet  you  half-way  and 
tr>  and  work  together  in  order  to  try  and  net  the 
he«(  results  vve  can,  and  just  for  the  ven  reason  yvu 
niendon,  the  national  aspect.  There  ii  one  point 
it  IS  the  amount  of  the  Saturday  paper.  T  think 
anyoi.p  uho  reads  papers  in  thi.s'  country,  and  no 

^^LV  "'"''  if'^"'  ^"^     «"^"*^^-^   'newspaper 
reader  than  myself,  newspapers  of  all  sides  of 
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i«>litH'«,  hn.-  ii'miirlcHl  on  the  nr<m\\\  in  ^izc  f»f  iho 
Saturday  paners.  When  I  take  up  riiv  Snturdav 
r»Hporf<.  I  UhA  ixlwtiyH  (hut  ii  i^  iH'<«>-sirv  for  mo  to 
have  h>\(\  .1  uoo.l  l.renkffHt  mi  (hi>  Mi..niiii({.  I  ,|on't 
want  to  1.0  intorprotod  a*  rri(ioi«inK  thi«  thinu.  »'Ut 
It  w  a  fad  (hat  the  voImujo  of  tho  Saluidav  pai.,  m 
has  jjrovvn  wn^idorahly  and  nhh<»iiirh  (hoy  aro  at- 
tractivo  and  woll  nuido  thoy  aro  phv-ical'ly  hoavy 
on  mail-.     Or«:inizo  yotir  commiitoo  and  lot  n* 

Ro  into  thm  mador.  F.ot  u*  join  hand-  and  wo  will 
work  (hH  thing  tojiother.  I  aRuin  in-i.-t  thi«  is 
mtl  a  mnttor  of  ridiny  ovor  jaihli.-hiny-  -wo  will  not 
d<)  anylhins  oxoopt  wo  aro  aMo  to  s-atisfv  vou  on 
ppuits  r.f  difforoiuo.  Of  roiir>o.  thore  mu«t  \\o  ,«(.mo 
Rivo  and  tako.  lait  thi-  hoi?m  tho  oa.-o  wo  will  ivMoh 
happy  oonolu«ion!»." 

Mr.  Ro^y  a^ain  thankod  Mr.  IVIIotior  for  hi«« 
Irank  "(atonipnt  and  .-aiil  (ho  nowsp.iporn  had  not 
yet  nppoinlod  a  oonuuittoo  t(.  lo(»k  into  thi'-  niattor 
but  monly  this  doputation  to  seouro  i-.forrnation' 
Mut  the  nowspapors  would  oortaiidv  liko  to  havo  an 
expert  00-operate  with  IVl  OfVioo  Popartmonl  if  it  i« 
the  case  that  tho  Departniont  intends  to  tako  anv 
action. 

"SoMETiiiNo  Ml  ST  He  Done." 

"Von  had  hotter  take  it  for  granted."  said  .Mr. 
Pollotior.  "fhaf  »(impthinq  mnsl  he  <li,n, 
is  a  good  one." 


Yonr  plan 


The  deputation  then  withdrew  and  adjourned  to 
the  Ridoau  Clul.  where  tho  Ottawa  puhlishor-  wore 
no?ts  at  liinohoon. 

After  huiohoon  mm  informal  di?ous.aion  on  tho 
.statements  made  in  the  interview  took  plaoe 
.1,  .ill  '^'- V'^r'f^."  revealed  a  unanimitv  of  opinion 
that  although  it  !.<»  vitally  important  that  the  expert 
employed  to  repre-enl  the  newspapers  .«eoure  all  the 
facts  affecting  the  cost  of  handling  second-class  mat- 
ter.  Ije  shou  (1  work  with,  rather  than  against,  the 
1  ost  Ofhoe  IVpartment  and  not  antagonize  it.  For 
this  and  other  reasons  it  wa«  the  feeling  that  the 
expert  should  he  a  Canadian,  although  he  should  be 

p™?"     ^A-  ^'"^"^^h  '"  ^^^^  touch  with  the  variou^ 
e-.perts  and  commissions     which     have  conducted 
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similar  investigations  in  other  countries,  and  with 
hose  who  have  investigated  transportation  charges 
m  this  country.  The  expert  should  have  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  local  conditions,  tact  and 
diplomacy,  which  qualities  are  as  essential  as  the 
possession  of  technical  information 
iinn\Zu  ru^Sested  that  all-  suggestions  in  connec- 
is  ^^^Jh  the  investigation  be  made  through  the 
office  of  Canadian  Press  Association  where  they 
would  receive  the  careful  attention  of  the  secretary-, 
and  be  passed  on  to  the  proper  committee  or  indi- 
vidual member. 

Several  sugge.«ted  that  steps  be  taken  to  secure 
tJie  co-operation  on  this  matter  of  newspapers  not 
represented  in  the  membership  of  Canadian  Press 
:1'1T  '?"n^^^'"-  ^"""^  explained  that  since  the 
ri.f .'"  ^''?'"  \"  Wednesday,  a  circular  let- 
er  had  been  sent  to  the  600  newspapers  in  Canada 

sk Lr.r'"'''''  ^^  -P'"'^*^'^'"  P^^^^  Association 
asking  them  to  contribute  specified  amounts  oc- 
cording  to  class,  to  the  fund  that  was  being  raised 
for  he  purpose  of  conducting  this  investigation. 
Another  circular  letter  had  been  sent  to  other  daily 
and  weekly  newspapers  in  Eastern  Canada  which 
are  not  represented  in  the  membership  of  the 
Canadian  Press  Association,  acquainting  them 
with  what  had  been  decided  npon  and  putting  it  u^ 
to  them  strongly  to  give  their  moral  and  financial 
support  in   this  matter  by  joining  Canadian  Pris 

^uTfTZ  V-rl  /^  secretaries  of  the  Alberta 
and  hmovn  British  Columbia  and  Westerr.  Canada 
Press  Association.s  which  are  affiliated  with  Cana- 
dian Press  Association  are  being  a«ked  tr  send  a 
similar  circular  letter  to  all  newspapers  in  Western 
Cana.la  which  are  not  represented  in  their  member- 
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